
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                            OCTOBER 30, 2016 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 24th  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 263 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I would like the world outside me and inside me 
to remain stable and to feel and look as I expected they would.  
Neither the outside nor inside world are meeting my 
expectations.  The world around me is chaotic and contentious.  
It is the same within.  My assumption is that you will rectify 
this situation by returning both worlds to an earlier order that 
is familiar to me.  I trust in you to do this, and even have faith 
that you will do so.  I am beginning to realize that my 
assumption about what you will do is wrong.  You do not 
return me to an earlier order; you move me to a different and 
more expansive and inclusive order, one which I have not yet 
grasped.  The chaos and contention are part of the emergence 
of the order that is forming.  I long for the return of what is 
slipping away.  I would be wiser if I looked thorough the chaos 
and contention for the order that is coming into being.  I would 
be much wiser if I understood faith as the conviction that a 
new order is on the way. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 19:1-10 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 172 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY   1:30  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for November 6, 2016 
Haggai 1:15b—2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 or Psalm 98; 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38 
F.Y.I. 
 Daylight Savings Time comes to an end at 2am next Sunday 
morning.  The clock will “fall” back one hour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
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Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 

This symbol is known as a “Triquetra.” 
It is a symbol for the Trinity. 
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Ordinary Time – 24th Sunday after Pentecost (Luke 19:1-10) 
 The Christian religion is ultimately and essentially simple to 
grasp and understand. Its understanding of God is that God is the 
reality that brings life together into an ever-expanding wholeness 
and fullness, both socially and personally, and does this by the 
process of inclusion. Thinking of God as the creator of insight and 
as that which initiates and orchestrates awareness, consciousness 
and perception, by developing and encouraging these capacities in 
us God continually broadens and deepens our perspective on and 
understanding of the subjective and objective worlds. In addition, 
and in the same way, God enlarges our concept of what is valid and 
useful. The result is that more and more of what is inside us and 
outside us fits into meaningful patterns. The doctrines and 
teachings of Christianity are attempts to illustrate and explain what 
God does to bring this about. The readings in the Bible repetitively 
state this understanding and illustrate it. Today’s reading is a good 
example. The point of today’s reading is stated in the last verse 
[10]: “For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” If 
we internalize this verse, and if we remember that the Son of Man 
is a character in Biblical mythology whose appearance indicates 
that a time of change has begun [for example the ending of one 
identity and the beginning of another], we can then translate this 
verse as follows: internal change comes to us because God seeks 
out the components of our personality that are lost to us, brings 
them to our awareness, and then protects them and keeps them 
safe. Christianity is an invitation to look at what happens in our 
subjective and objective lives from the point of view that God is 
always doing this expansion. 

We will internalize this text and look at it from this point of 
view. Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector and as such was someone 
the Jewish people hated and shunned. Internally, Zacchaeus would 
be a component of our personality, a feeling usually, which for 
personal and historical reasons we hate and shun. In Christianity, 
God is what impels this feeling to recurrently seek recognition and 
enter our awareness in the face of our hostility toward it. The 
image in the text is Zacchaeus going out on a limb to see, which 
also makes him visible. Over time this feeling is recognized and 

then acknowledged. As we become more familiar with this feeling, 
a relationship with it is formed, and speaking metaphorically, “the 
feeling” becomes less withholding and more participative; i.e. the 
issues we have around this feeling are disclosed to and clarified for 
us. In this way, “salvation” [Greek is “rescue” or “safety”] comes to 
our “house” [the implication of the word is “family”]. That is, the 
different components of our personality become less conflicted and 
better integrated [not totally without conflict nor completely 
integrated, since some components of our personality will continue 
to “grumble” (Greek is “complain”)]. However, internal change has 
come to us. Our sense of who we are has expanded and become 
more inclusive. God sought out an aspect of our life that was dead 
to us, brought it to our awareness, and then protected it and kept it 
safe. Through inclusion, our life has expanded and become more 
whole. 

On a personal level, if we can remember that God brings life 
together into an ever-expanding wholeness and fullness, and does 
this by inclusion, it might help us know what to look for in situations 
and times that on the surface at least are confusing or even seem 
dangerous. We often do not know why feelings appear and recur, 
especially if we have strong antipathies toward them. However, if 
we remember that God is about wholeness through inclusion, it 
may help us stay open to these recurring feelings, because changes 
in our identity are made through the inclusion of feelings previously 
shunned. If we can remember what God is doing, it may lessen the 
tendency to polarize for or against any feeling that is intruding on 
us, so we can find the value within or behind that feeling. 

The same thing can be said on a social level. Political events 
in the present are disquieting for many people, and on many levels. 
Underneath it all, the same movement of God is at work. Our 
political and national identity is being modified in the events 
centering on this election. If we remember that God is about 
wholeness through inclusion, it may help us stay open to what is 
being added to our identity, and it may help us to reduce the 
urgency to polarize toward an extreme. 

Whether we are considering something personal or 
something social, what is involved in attending to this change which 



is being fashioned by God is the capacity to wait in the tension of 
an earlier identity dissolving and our not yet being able to discern 
the identity that is emerging. Waiting, in the sense we are intending 
it, is not passive; it is active, in that it involves cognitive activities 
like looking, watching, attending, sifting and sorting, thinking and 
pondering. And, this waiting is receptive, in the sense that it 
remains open to a resolution of the tension we feel, a resolution 
that is achieved by the identity that is slowly forming becoming 
clearer to us. Waiting as we are describing it is an act of faith where 
we rely on God to do what God promised: to bring life together into 
an ever-expanding wholeness and fullness. 

[Jim Robie, 10-28-16, 24th Sunday after Pentecost in Cycle C, Luke 19:1-10] 


